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Research areas include nutrient utilization, gut microbiome, reproduction, 
animal environment and housing, behaviour, and welfare. Additionally, 
long-term research examines the cycling of nutrients and microbes 
through the farm ecosystem.

With the support of Manitoba Pork Council, Growing Forward 2, New 
Standard Ag and the University Research Support Fund, approximately 
$100K in upgrades has been completed in the swine facility this year. This 
includes the addition of electronic sow feeders to the farrowing unit and 
reorganizing of the breeding unit to allow for more pig interaction and the 
use of electronic sow feeders. 

The unit received 188 TN70 gilts donated by Topigs Norsvin (Canada) in 
January 2018 and is in the process of growing them and getting ready to 
start batch breeding, with first farrowing expected in June. The TN70 gilts 
were supplied by Mayfair Colony Farms near Killarney, Manitoba. Phillip 
and Paul Gross, along with their dedicated staff, made it possible to supply 
each TN70 with full pedigreed history for detailed studies going forward. 
The gilts will be bred to high-indexing, single-sire Tempo terminal semen.  
With this combination, Topigs Norsvin and the University will collaborate 
on many joint research projects and data capture.

The unit is overseen by Don Chaput (Supervisor) along with Archimedes 
Isit (Ag Attendant) and two casual support members Svetlana Ponsin and 
Dustin Goderis.

The herd can be seen by the public through viewing windows at the Bruce 
D. Campbell Farm and Food Discovery Centre which is attached to the 
swine production unit. 

Opened in 2011, the Bruce D. Campbell Farm and Food Discovery Centre 
is the first hands-on facility which explores the ways in which food is made 
in Canada. It serves as an ideal site for an increasingly urban youth 
population to discover how food is grown and raised, and the agri-food 
industry’s important role in feeding the people of this province and around 
the world.

Throughout the Discovery Centre, interactive exhibits take visitors on a 
journey which explores modern farming that provides healthy food for 
Manitoba and the world. Visitors travel from the farmer’s wheat field to 
the kitchen table.  For many, the highlight of these exhibits is viewing 
windows into a real working pig barn, where visitors peek into a day in 
the life of a pig. The Centre also explores how the agri-food research done 

TN70 gilts

A view into the gestation area Cam McGavin, Dr. Karin Wittenberg, Mike Shaw

Don Chaput (Supervisor) and Archimedes Isit (Ag Attendant)
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Topigs Norsvin Insider Quiz
How to Play
Please answer the questions in our 
Insider Quiz. All the answers are in this 
newsletter. Then fax, mail or email your 
answers, along with your name, address, 
and phone number to: 
Fax: 204-489-3152
Email: info@topigsnorsvin.ca

Entries are to be received by April 30, 
2018. The first 10 entries drawn with 
the correct answers will receive a $20.00 
gift card.  The Topigs Norsvin rep in your 
area will deliver the prize. Employees of 
Topigs Norsvin and their subsidiaries are 
not eligible.

Which line of boars does Calvern Farms produce?

What is the sow herd size at the Glenlea Swine Research Unit?

How many total sows contribute Tempo boars to the Delta II boar testing station?

Which was the first company to start breeding against boar taint?

Name:

Farm Name:

Address:

Phone #:   Fax #:   Email:
Topigs Norsvin INSIDER Quiz Winners
Winners from the Winter 2017 issue will
receive a $20.00 gift card. Here are the
winners from the last issue:
Aaron Waldner, Plainview Colony, AB; Kevin Hofer, New York Farms, AB; Levi Waldner, Blumengart Colony, MB; Philip 
Mandel, Roseglen Farming Co., AB; Isaac P. Hofer, Eagle Creek Colony, MT; Justina Hofer, Garden Plane Colony, SK; 
Adrian Waldner, Westwood Farms, SD; Reuben John Wurz, Albion Ridge Colony, AB; Jacob Waldner, Coolspring Colony, 
AB; Dan Walter, Spring Point Colony, AB. The Topigs Norsvin rep in your area will deliver your prize. Congratulations!
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Topigs Norsvin USA
12750 Nicollet Avenue S, Suite 300
Burnsville, MN
USA  55337
www.topigsnorsvin.us

Contacts

John Sawatzky
Sales Manager
(204) 981-0243
john.sawatzky@topigsnorsvin.ca

Gordon Edwards
Ontario Sales Manager
(519) 440-8128
gord.edwards@topigsnorsvin.ca

Rick Beunen
Ontario Business Development
(519) 317-7403
rick.beunen@topigsnorsvin.ca

Glenn Kuhn
Alberta & Saskatchewan Business 
Development
(403) 302-7925
glenn.kuhn@topigsnorsvin.ca

Art Friesen
Alberta & Montana Business 
Development
(403) 382-9741
art.friesen@topigsnorsvin.ca

Geraldo Shukuri
Technical Advisor
(204) 918-5794
geraldo.shukuri@topigsnorsvin.ca

Russ Penner
Manitoba Business Development 
(204) 770-1885
russ.penner@topigsnorsvin.ca

AI Stud Stations

Magnum Swine Genetics Inc.
Fort Macleod, AB
Andrew Buesekom
(888) 553-4844

Carlo Genetics Inc.
Ste. Anne, MB
Kyla Ripley
(204) 355-4012

Total Swine Genetics Inc.
Tillsonburg, ON
Stuart De Vries
(800) 844-9913

C & M Genetics
Lucan, ON
Dr. Corneliu Oltean
(888) 259-7594

Sunrise Genetics
Amherst, NS
Mike MacDonald
(902) 661-7883

Contacts

John Eggert
Chief Development Officer
(314) 378-2322
john.eggert@topigsnorsvin.us

Jon Feitz
National Key Account Manager
(574) 220-1969
jon.feitz@topigsnorsvin.us 

Craig Jarolimek
Sales & Business Development 
Manager
(701) 866-4444
craig.jarolimek@topigsnorsvin.us

Randy Leete
Sales & Business Development 
Manager
(712) 249-0973
randy.leete@topigsnorsvin.us

US Sales Agents

Gordonville, PA
Abe Fisher - Sales Agent
(717) 615-8378

Hamilton, IL
Terry Turner - Sales Agent
(309) 337-5291

AI Stud Stations

Grand Vertex
Canton, IL
Doug Groth
(217) 357-2811

Eastern Iowa AI
Spragueville, IA
Doug Peterson
(563) 689-6661

Mar-Ke Semen Service
Sharon, WI
Keith & Marie Rithamel
(262) 736-2345

Ai Partners-Skylab
Morris, MN
Bruce Zierke
(320) 760-3504

Whole Hog AI
Hartington, NE
Ron Brodersen
(402) 254-2444

Gary Ledger
Sales & Business Development 
Manager
(319) 330-3579
gary.ledger@topigsnorsvin.us 

Lance Peterson
Multiplication & Technical Support
(507) 649-0599
lance.peterson@topigsnorsvin.us

Ron Ledger
Multiplication & Sales Support
(309) 267-9006
ron.ledger@topigsnorsvin.us

Curt Hull
Multiplication & Sales Support
(952) 607-9936
curt.hull@topigsnorsvin.us

AgCentral
Canistota, SD
Keith Letcher – Owner, Sales 
Manager
(605) 661-5819


